    

Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #32                 *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Colleen Bublitz, (Hosp); *Dave Novinger, (Home); *Janelle Miller, (Home); *Aliyia Shoop; Gary Miller; Arletta Thomas; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Gerry Wiest; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder, (Leon/Diane Shaffer’s granddaughter); Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Gail Shertzer; Michelle Chubb, (Charlie/Gail Shertzer’s daughter); Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Deb Perkins; Mike Miller & Dee Hansen; Ellie Baker; Glen Hale; Kenny Baker; Shirley Seiler; J. S. Miller, (Hospital); Betty Feger; Elmer Keiter, (Home);
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                                         [image: image1.emf]


                               August 14, 2022
     Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard
         Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                              Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
      Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
August 14, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude       Lighting of Candles  
Announcements, Call to Worship                       Norine Goss                                 
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    

L:  Let all who love and worship the Lord come together!
P:  Let us gather together in the security of God’s house.
L:  Let us rest in the safety of God’s loving arms.
P:  We pause together to worship amid the storms of life outside.
L:   Then let us give praise to God this day for our eternal safety.      
      P:  Blessed be the name of the Lord!
      L:  Come, let us worship together.
 
*Hymn -          “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”            Page 410
*Invocation                                                           Pastor               
Eternal God, we return to your house to pray and worship you.  We rejoice in your presence and seek to fill our minds with the high ideals of your holy Word as written by prophets and apostles and lived out in Jesus Christ.  We worship you now with our whole hearts and minds.  In Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen.

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Sermon Test: Psalm 33:12--22    (Responsively)  (See Insert) Pastor
      New Testament:  Hebrews 11:1-16              (See Insert)    Sue Faust         
Hymn -    “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”                     Page 335
Sermon Scripture *Gospel:  Luke 12:32-40 (See Insert)       Gerry Wiest                                      
Message:  “Heaven, Where Your Treasure Is”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)        Pastor
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn -        “When We All Get to Heaven”          Page 542 
*Benediction                                                        Pastor
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, to him be glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.  Amen.

   
*Extinguishing of candles

  Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”            Pastor
 Response: “And also with you.”                               Congregation

 “Go now in peace.”                                                  Pastor


Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today August 14th the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost! Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please use your judgment if you feel unwell, to remain home until you are better. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
WE WELCOME Rev. Kristine Heckard as our Interim Pastor until Search Committee finds a permanent pastor.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
                               CHURCH CALENDAR 
            
Aug.  14 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

                     Interim Pastor
Aug.  17 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting
Aug.   21 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online 
Back-to-School Yard Sale/Fresh Impressions - Helpers are needed to help move clothing, etc TOMORROW Monday Aug. 15. 
Also helpers are needed to help with Fresh Impressions shopping on Tuesday August 16. If you can help, please see or call Ed Dobbin or Donna Novinger as soon as possible.
LAY READERS: Aug. 14 - Sue Faust, Gerry Wiest; Aug. 21 - Marie Herb, Leon Shaffer; Aug. 28 - Norine Goss, Ken Bechtel.  If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: July Aug. 14 - Donna Novinger; Aug. 21 - Ken Bechtel; Aug. 28 - Dave Novinger.  If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back to School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Aug. 7 was 41. 
Face book views for Aug. 7 as of Aug. 10 were 23.
Face Book views for July 31 as of Aug. 10 were 45.

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

1ST SCRIPTURE READING - Psalm 33:12-22 (Responsive) (NLT)
12 What joy for the nation whose God is the Lord,
    whose people he has chosen as his inheritance.
13 The Lord looks down from heaven
    and sees the whole human race.
14 From his throne he observes all who live on the earth.
15 He made their hearts, so he understands everything they do.
16 The best-equipped army cannot save a king,
    nor is great strength enough to save a warrior.
17 Don’t count on your warhorse to give you victory—
    for all its strength, it cannot save you.
18 But the Lord watches over those who fear him,
    those who rely on his unfailing love.
19 He rescues them from death
    and keeps them alive in times of famine.
20 We put our hope in the Lord. He is our help and our shield.
21 In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name.
22 Let your unfailing love surround us, Lord,
    for our hope is in you alone.
2ND Reading - New Testament - Hebrews 11:1-16   (NLT)
11 Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the evidence of things we cannot see. 2 Through their faith, the people in days of old earned a good reputation. 3 By faith we understand that the entire universe was formed at God’s command, that what we now see did not come from anything that can be seen. 4 It was by faith that Abel brought a more acceptable offering to God than Cain did. Abel’s offering gave evidence that he was a righteous man, and God showed his approval of his gifts. Although Abel is long dead, he still speaks to us by his example of faith. 11 It was by faith that even Sarah was able to have a child, though she was barren and was too old. She believed that God 5 It was by faith that Enoch was taken up to heaven without dying—“he disappeared, because God took him.”

For before he was taken up, he was known as a person who pleased God. 6 And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that God exists and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him. 7 It was by faith that Noah built a large boat to save his family from the flood. He obeyed God, who warned him about things that had never 
2ND Reading - N. Testament - Hebrews 11:1-16   (NLT) (Continued)
happened before. By his faith Noah condemned the rest of the world, and he received the righteousness that comes by faith.
8 It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him to leave home and go to another land that God would give him as his inheritance. He went without knowing where he was going. 9 And even when he reached the land God promised him, he lived there by faith—for he was like a foreigner, living in tents. And so did Isaac and Jacob, who inherited the same promise. 10 Abraham was confidently looking forward to a city with eternal foundations, a city designed and built by God. 11 It was by faith that even Sarah was able to have a child, though she was barren and was too old. She believed that God would keep his promise. 12 And so a whole nation came from this one man who was as good as dead—a nation with so many people that, like the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore, there is no way to count them. 13 All these people died still believing what God had promised them. They did not receive what was promised, but they saw it all from a distance and welcomed it. They agreed that they were foreigners and nomads here on earth. 14 Obviously people who say such things are looking forward to a country they can call their own. 15 If they had longed for the country they came from, they could have gone back. 16 But they were looking for a better place, a heavenly homeland. That is why God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.
3RD Reading - Sermon Scripture: Gospel *Luke 12:32-40 (NLT)
32 “So don’t be afraid, little flock. For it gives your Father great happiness to give you the Kingdom. 33 “Sell your possessions and give to those in need. This will store up treasure for you in heaven! And the purses of heaven never get old or develop holes. Your treasure will be safe; no thief can steal it and no moth can destroy it. 34 Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be. 35 “Be dressed for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 as though you were waiting for your master to return from the

wedding feast. Then you will be ready to open the door and let him in the moment he arrives and knocks. 37 The servants who are 
ready and waiting for his return will be rewarded. I tell you the truth, he himself will seat them, put on an apron, and serve them as they sit and eat! 38 He may come in the middle of the night or just 
3RD Reading - Sermon Scripture: Gospel *Luke 12:32-40 (NLT)
before dawn. But whenever he comes, he will reward the servants who are ready.  39 “Understand this: If a homeowner knew exactly when a burglar was coming, he would not permit his house to be broken into. 40 You also must be ready all the time, for the Son of Man will come when least expected.”
Reader: “The Word of God for the people of God.”
People: “Praise be to God!”
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

History of hymn “My Faith Looks Up  to Thee”
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” is an American hymn written by Ray Palmer in 1830. He was born in Rhode Island in 1808, died in 1887. The melody associated with this hymn is called OLIVET, composed by Lowell Mason. It is one of the most famous hymns from American history, even used as a source of encouragement and serenity by Civil War soldiers.

Ray Palmer,(a later doctor of theology) and Lowell Mason (1792-1872, a doctor of music) met in Boston in 1830. Palmer gave Mason his leather book containing his poem “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” (originally in six stanzas. Mason wrote the tune OLIVET, the only melody ever used with Palmer’s poem.

Palmer believe his hymn flourished since it “embodied, in appropriate and simple language that which is most central in all true Christian experience--the act of faith in the divine Redeemer--the entrusting of the individual soul to Him entirely and forever.” Ray is quoted as saying “The words of the hymn were born of my own soul.” This song was written when he was so overwhelmed by all that he owed to the Lord. It was this expression of this debt that led to the words of this hymn, an expression of his convictions about faith. He wrote this as a poem not intending it would be turned into a song.

It is said that he was so absorbed mentally in writing this song that he cried when he finished the final line. He copied the words into a book and used them frequently for meditation.
History of hymn “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”

     Helen Howarth Lemmel was a gifted singer and musician, a gift her parents recognized while she was still young. She was born on November 14, 1864, in Wardle , England to a Methodist minister and his wife. When she was twelve years old, her family moved to the United States and settled in Wisconsin. She was given a tract, titled Focused, by a missionary, Isabella Lilias Trotter, in 1918. The tract found is said to have been written two decades earlier. While reading it, her attention was drawn to the line “So then, turn your eyes upon Him, look full into His face, and you will find that the things of earth will acquire a strange new dimness.”  She later said, “Suddenly, as if commanded to stop and listen, I stood still, and singing in my soul and spirit was the chorus of the hymn with not one conscious moment of putting word to word to make rhyme or note to note to make melody. The three verses were written the same week, after the usual manner of composition, but not the less dictated by the Holy Spirit.”
    The song, originally titled The Heavenly Vision, was first published in a pamphlet in 1918, before being published in the 1922 songbook Glad Songs and the 1924 Gospel Truth in Song. Her song was often sung and popular for the Billy Sunday Crusades. Reports say Helen Lemmel began to go blind and her husband was unable to cope with her and abandoned her to cope on her own. She continued to write her music, picking out notes on a keyboard and asking friends to record them for her. When asked “How are you?” her frequent reply was, “I am fine in the things that count.” She died on November 1, 1961, at the age of ninety-seven, writing until the end of her life. Of the more than five hundred hymns written by Lemmel, “Turn You Eyes Upon Jesus” remains the most popular and well known of her hymns.

“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” by Helen Lemmel

Verse 1. O soul, are you weary and troubled?     Chorus Turn your eyes upon Jesus
No light in the darkness you see?                         Look full in His Wonderful Face
There’s light for a look at the Savior,                 And the things of earth
And life more abundant and free!                      Will go strangely dim
Turn your eyes upon Jesus,                               In the Light of His Glory and Grace
Look full in His wonderful face,
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
In the light of His glory and grace.                     (Note: We only have the Chorus
Verse 2. Thro' death into life everlasting,           in our hymn book.)
He passed, and we follow Him there;
O’er us sin no more hath dominion--
For more than conqu’rors we are!
Verse 3. His Word shall not fail you--He promised;
Believe Him, and all will be well:
Then go to a world that is dying,
His perfect salvation to tell!
      1st Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” (Olivet)  (Pg. 410 Hymnal)

Ray Palmer  Public Domain    CCLI Song # 2777144 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  My faith looks up to Thee
Thou Lamb of Calvary
Saviour divine
Now hear me while I pray
Take all my guilt away
O let me from this day
Be wholly Thine
Verse 2    May Thy rich grace impart
Strength to my fainting heart
My zeal inspire
As Thou hast died for me
O may my love to Thee
Pure warm and changeless be
A living fire
Verse 3    While life's dark maze I tread
And grief's around me spread
Be Thou my guide
Bid darkness turn to day
Wipe sorrow's tears away
Nor let me ever stray
From Thee aside
Verse 4    When ends life's transient dream
When death's cold sullen stream
Shall o'er me roll 

Blest Saviour then in love
Fear and distrust remove
O bear me safe above
A ransomed soul
Link to hymn “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” (Pg. 410)
https://youtu.be/h2swPA_anhs?t=9 
https://youtu.be/GwYy-zZ55NE?t=4 
2nd Hymn: “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” (Page 335 Red Hymnal)

Helen H. Lemmel  Public Domain

CCLI Song # 5984769  CCLI License # 2572107

       Chorus   (Sing Twice)

Turn your eyes upon Jesus
Look full in His Wonderful Face
And the things of earth
Will grow strangely dim
In the light of His Glory and Grace

Link for Hymn: “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”  Pg 427
https://youtu.be/siaYmMN5Bgw?t=3 
 https://youtu.be/HVCO9sSdj50  (No words on screen)

https://youtu.be/KrddFRn2p2Y?t=2 

(2nd verse is not in our hymn book but it very pretty)
History of hymn "When We All Get to Heaven"
Philadelphians Eliza E. Hewitt (1851-1920 born in Philadelphia, PA) and Emily D. Wilson (1865-1942) combined as poet and musician respectively to give us a gospel song that captures the revival spirit of the late nineteenth century in a uniquely American way in 1898. Hewitt praises the wondrous love of Jesus and looks to the day we will all be reunited in the kingdom of heaven.  Eliza began teaching in the Philadelphia area. While overseeing her students in the playground she suffered a severe back injury, was bedfast for months and dealt with pain the rest of her life.  Although Eliza could have been resentful, she felt the presence of the Lord while confined to bed. She started studying Literature and English while recovering from her injury, not knowing that she was being prepared by God to write poetry and hymns, and these two subjects would prove very useful.
As Eliza recovered some of her strength in later years, she was able to get around slowly. She attended the summer Methodist Camp meeting, in Ocean Grove, New Jersey. Here she met Emily D. Wilson and they formed a great friendship. They worshipped and studied together and together created this hymn, “When We All Get To Heaven.” The hymn was first published in 1898 in Pentecostal praises. Her back problems would arise at times and put Eliza down but not for long. She adored Sunday School and most of her hymns were intended for children in Sunday School. The most published of her hymns, in addition to “When We All Get to Heaven,” include “There Is Sunshine in My Soul Today” (1887) and “More about Jesus Would I Know” (1887).
3rd Hymn: “When We All Get to Heaven” (HEAVEN)  (Pg. 542 Red Hymnal)
       (Sing The Wondrous Love Of Jesus)
Eliza Edmunds Stites Hewitt  Public Domain

CCLI Song # 2793214 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1    Sing the wondrous love of Jesus
Sing His mercy and His grace
In the mansions bright and blessed
He'll prepare for us a place                       Chorus  
Chorus      When we all get to heaven
What a day of rejoicing that will be
When we all see Jesus
We'll sing and shout the victory

Verse 2     While we walk the pilgrim pathway
Clouds will overspread the sky
But when travelling days are over
Not a shadow not a sigh                           Chorus  
Verse 3      Let us then be true and faithful
Trusting serving every day
Just one glimpse of Him in glory
Will the toils of life repay                          Chorus  
Verse 4      Onward to the prize before us
Soon His beauty we'll behold
Soon the pearly gates will open
We shall tread the streets of gold             Chorus  
Link to Hymn “When We All Get to Heaven” Pg. 542
https://youtu.be/za4dg-uYVKk  

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Interim Pastor, Rev. Kristine Heckard

 3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #31              August 14, 2022         “Heaven, Where Your Treasure Is!”

                                         Tenth Sunday After Pentecost

Pastor Kris Heckard is our Interim Pastor. We pray this devotional will be meaningful to you. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship: 

L: Let all who love and worship the Lord come together!

P: Let us gather together in the security of God’s house.

L: Let us rest in the safety of God’s loving arms.
P: We pause together to worship amid the storms of life outside. 

L: Then Let us give praise to God this day for our eternal safety.
ALL: Blessed be the name of the Lord!
L: Come, let us worship together.

Invocation:  

Eternal God, we return to your house to pray and worship you.  We rejoice in your presence and seek to fill our minds with the high ideals of your holy Word as written by prophets and apostles and lived out in Jesus Christ.  We worship you now with our whole hearts and minds.  In Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Responsive: Psalm 33:12-22

New Testament: Hebrews 11:1-16

*Gospel: Luke 12:32-40

Meditation: “Heaven, Where Your Treasure Is!”

My husband use to watch Antiques Roadshow where people would bring their antique treasures and experts would tell them about the items they’ve brought in. It’s amazing what people bring: Chinese vases, old pocket watches, Civil War guns, Turkish rugs, paintings, windup toys, baseball memorabilia, even furniture.  

After the antique experts would share about the origin of the item on display, they would always close with an estimate of its value. Typically, the people who brought the item share how they acquired it. I remember this one person who rescued a painting from a garbage can in a back alley! He liked it and took it home. It turns out that it was a painting by a very important modern abstract artist and was worth tons of money. As they say, “one person’s trash is another person’s treasure.”

George was telling me that several years ago, a couple went to the Antiques Roadshow when it was held in the Twin Cities. They took with them one of those British Toby Mugs. You know, those whimsical ceramic mugs that’ve been shaped and painted to look like someone’s head. It turns out that their mug was worth quite a handy sum of money.

But the mug wasn’t what they treasured. Their heart’s desire was to have another child. They had already had one child. But they’d been unable to conceive again. When they looked at that mug, it wasn’t the face on the mug they saw. They saw the face of a child. If they sold that mug, they would have the funds to pursue a foreign adoption. That’s what they did, and that’s how they adopted their second child.

Our heart’s desire and our treasures. Jesus reflects on these things in our reading today from Luke: “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Another show that George and I have been watching recently is a British show on the Discovery channel called The Repair Shop. People bring in all sorts of things, and the experts get them working again. The gentleman named Steven Fletcher is a clock repairman. He takes clocks apart, cleans EACH AND EVERY part, and then reassembles them to working order. In one episode he had part of a large clock in his hands. He was asked how many parts this repair involved. He said, “This mechanism has over 50 separate parts, but the entire clock has over 150 individual pieces.” 

Now there is someone whose heart is into repairing and restoring antique clocks. The great thing about the show is that people bring in tattered stuffed animals, antique toys, paintings with a hole poked in them by children, chairs for upholstering, woodworking projects, and broken and neglected family heirlooms. The artists, who do the work, love what they are doing and their hearts are into doing for others. 

One last piece of this show, which makes me like it even more, no one is charged a cent for the work.  It is all done for free. What a great idea! What they treasure is blessing others with their skills. 

Our heart’s grounding is our anchorage. Our heart’s treasure forms the basis upon which our entire life is built: all our meaning, all our focus, all our purpose, all that matters to us.

What the treasure of our heart is becomes our centering. If our heart’s treasure is personal power, then that will become the foundation of our life. We’ll seek after power. We’ll need to be in control at all times. We’ll need to wield more influence than anyone else around us.

If riches and possessions are the treasure of our heart, then our lives will be focused on things and on wealth. We’ll always be searching after one more thing. We’ll have to stow away more and more money in our bank accounts, in our 401K’s. In spite of our wealth, we’ll have little or no money left over for anyone other than ourselves.

It might be beauty and looks. Or maybe our treasure is victory in sports along with trophies, medals and rings. Maybe we ground our being in the success of our family. But these are all temporal things.

Jesus encourages us to center our heart on what really matters. He tells us to look to that which is eternal. All these other things, he says, don’t worry about them! “Fear not, little flock,” he says. “Don’t fret over these things; don’t worry yourself awake at three in the morning over them. Don’t work yourself to the bone in pursuing them. Because here’s the truth: it’s your Father’s good pleasure to GIVE you the kingdom!”

Elsewhere, Jesus also said this, “Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” (Luke 6:38)

Jesus’ message is that we need not worry about these worldly matters. Our loving and good God provides us with daily bread. God is good and God provides. And if our heart is grounded in the assurance of God’s goodness and faithfulness, then we will have treasures that won’t wear out. No thief can steal our eternal treasure, no moth can destroy it. We don’t have to live in continual fear that we’ll lose our grounding in the world.

The passage we heard from Hebrews relates a shining example of faith. Abraham was living in his home country when God called to him. God directed Abraham to leave his family and his home and go to a faraway land. There, God would make a great nation from Abraham’s descendants. And at the time Abraham did this, he didn’t have a single offspring. Abraham and Sarah were childless – AND old! But off they went because Abraham believed in the promise of God. And in his heart, he could see the fulfillment of that promise. God’s promise was his treasure.

Abraham planted God’s promise in his heart and let it grow there. And from his heart Abraham felt a pulling, a calling, to trust and obey God. Fear didn’t rule him.

Trusting in God’s faithfulness allows us to live freely and without fear. It allows us to venture outward in faith and outward in good will for others.

Abraham heard God’s calling and was ready to respond. Jesus makes a similar comment. He says, “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit.” We are to be like those servants who were ready for their master to knock in the dead of the night. As soon as he knocked on the door, they were ready to respond.”

This is the vigilance that Jesus calls us to. When opportunity to serve comes our way, we’re looking for it. Our eyes are open to respond!

“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” I’ve witnessed your congregation’s heart for mission, and your perseverance through uncharted waters. Keep your heart focused on God and his will for you and everything else will fall in place.

Friends, make purses for yourselves that do not wear out – an unfailing treasure in heaven where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Amen.


Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Gracious and loving God, you are our Creator, the source of all goodness.  You have taught us how good it is to follow the promptings of your Spirit and how bitter is the grief of failing to know and do what is good.  Forgive our failures and renew our minds to be obedient to your call to serve you in all the activities of our daily life.  


You have created the church to be the guardian of the truth that is Jesus Christ and to share it with others.  Make us wise in this vocation, ready to hear what others believe to be the truth, and humble in sharing our own insights.


Bless those who are willingly giving their time for the Back to School Program.  Give them strength and the compassionate love of Jesus as they go about their work.


Lord God, we pray for those who are sick - __________________________

Heal those who are sick in body and in mind especially those known and dear to us who look to you for healing and help.


And now, God, keep us spiritually fit and alert, good in Spirit, and dressed for action.  May we not become sluggish but, imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the Promises.  May all honor and glory be yours now and forever through Jesus we pray . . . Our Father . . . Amen.

Benediction:

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, to him be glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.  Amen.

